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No
better place for a fireside chat

than Allerton Mansion
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ecorat‘lng for the holidays at Allerton Mansi
)\;vlrlwen It was, in fact, the home of Robert %
i expanssr‘con meant relying on what was local:
€ grounds and gardens at the mansion

rovidi i
providing copious raw materials
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Tha .
decl\:;z;s Anne Carlson’s approach when
ing the fireplace i '
the m )
Buttern 2 n e
evergre:;SF%o;)m. A Combmation of locally sourced
ik , boxwood, juniper and holly from right
side the mansion’s doors.

('jrgat s kind of reverent to what they would have
liv'ne _when Rober.t was there when he was actually
ing in the mansion,” said Carlson, who has been

supplying designs for a room-by-room renovation
at the mansion as a volunteer the past two years.
| was trying to, a bit, replicate something that felt

natural in that space,” Carlson continued. “It's
a very traditional approach. You used what was
local. | also felt it just highlighted some of the

beauty of Allerton — the property i
much there and so much that’s available that's

natural to the property.”
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The Butternut Room once served
library. When his collection outgrew
larger room was needed,
Room as more ofar

included a putler’s tray
to the chair in front of the fireplace as

her design.
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she said.

Cgrlson‘s work in the Butternut Room is an exten-
sion of the other renovations already completed
at Allerton Mansion. The top floor — three guest
bedrooms and accompanying bathrooms — s
complete. Approximately $750,000 in endow-
ments has been secured for the renovation and
upkeep of the Butternut Room, the library and
what's known as Robert's Room. “It's not a true
restoration,” Carlson said. “It is a renovation, but
we are trying to be reverent to what those rooms
were used for and also understand it is now a
commercial space. My approach to all of the
process in trying to bring the mansion back 1o \ife

is to be reverent 10 the architecture.”

Beyond utilizing what's at hand on the grounds
at Allerton Mansion and some original pieces,

son said she is trying to stay as \ocal as
le in the renovations. That has included
niture in Urbana o source

d commissioning local artists

k for different rooms.
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